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ProLiance’s
gas profits stir
more criticism

M Six months after getting state’s OK,
the utility venture remains under fire
from consumer office, large gas users.

By Doug Sword
aer WhiTER
1t clther an unholy allance or a match made i
heaven, depending on who's doing the talking
Over the last two years, Indiana Gas and Ci
Gas have received more than 10 milion in profts
from ProLance Energy. a company that buys and mar-
Kets natural gas
Thats flegal, according (o the Indiana Offce of the
Uty Consumér Counselor.  sate ageney thal repre-
i made the esi-
mate on Pl Those profis shouldn'
flow 10 sharcholders or nfo corporate cofler: they
o consumers n the form of lower

Major gas users such as Eli Lily and Co. and Gen
eral Motors Corp. also are batlling ProLiance, arguing
Key naiural gas

fomers a ot of money, says
Liance President Carl Chapman.
By October 20

e wo gas companies won
Jdging and belated

the regulators made clear (hat (he (w0 gas companies
should have sought approval before creating Pi-
iance. The s never dd ask for commission 4
roval it was only gained when the commission reject:
ed a petiton by large industrial users (0 i the deal
‘The commisslon's decision also was a bit surp
at least (o WallStreet, At the ruling, Indiana Enér:
lthargi stock. jumped nearly 30 por
cent,
‘The commission's 4-1 approval wasn't set in stoe;

“The commission i expeced t start that cas shorly:
Not interested
But Proiance’s many eries weren't Ineresied
valting :
Beckers offce,  group of major industral, heailh
s users, and consun

nieresting, et appeals have abandoned
arguments — {hat ProLiance s an unregulated mo:
nopoly. that ¢ siles compecton, thal s harmful o
s and focus insicad on more technical &
Chrisian, general counsel for

fona Gas, 2
ccause the commission did agrce with (e

more Ramboyant charges against PoLance, he sad:
So. on appeal what theyre essentaly trying 0 &0

portation customers,” is aimed primarlly at Indiang
Energy >
Thats partly because Citzens Gas s a diff
Kkind of animal among utlitis. Its a municipally own:
ed trust, while Indiana Energy 15 a public company
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